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NYCLB  Scuttlebutt 

You are cordially invited to 

 Navy Yacht Club Long Beach  

Commodore’s and Bridge Officer’s  
 

 

 
 

Sunday, January 17th at 11:00 a.m. 
 

$10.00 per person 
Bottomless Champagne $5.00 per person 

 
Menu features the Navy Classic Omelet Bar, fruit,  

pastries, salads & Pam’s famous French toast 
 

RSVP by January 10th to 
Tommy Wheeler  

cwowheel@aol.com 
562.481.6355 

January 2016 
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Commodore 

 Happy New Year Everyone! 

 

     I hope you’re ready for 2016! It’s Navy Yacht Club’s 49th year!  Yes, 2015 was a great year for the club 
and it is my intention to keep things going in that direction. I am honored to serve as your Commodore for 
2016 and will work hard for our club. 

     At our December meeting, the Board approved purchase of a new wind block to be placed by the front 
door of the club house. We also approved a dome type cover for the water system back flow on the lawn. 
These small but important improvements will make things a bit more comfortable and nice looking, too. 

     I’m excited to be working with this great group of people on the Board.  You’ll hear of opportunities to 
be a part of some new ideas and fun activities.  One idea is to have a “Wounded Warrior Boat Cruise.” We 
will take them out for a sail and then bring them back for a nice luncheon at our beautiful club house 
setting.  As we are club of veterans, I feel this is an important outreach into our community. We can work 
together to get a good number of boats and people ready to help make this happen. We will send out a 
broadcast email when we have more information on the time and date, and will plan it for this summer, 
when we can count on sunny warm weather to make it a pleasant event for everyone. 

     Another thing I want to focus on this year is membership. I know for a fact that keeping our club grow-
ing will not only increase membership but also bring fresh ideas and enthusiasm. I’m willing to make busi-
ness cards for anyone who wants them. You can use them to hand out to potential new members, inviting 
them to visit our club on one of the Friday night pot-luck dinners.  All you need to do is come by the club 
house any Friday night or any other event and let me know. I’ll have a sign up sheet.  

     Cheers to NYC!  I wish us all success, good health and prosperity in the New Year! 

 

Roy C. Queen  

Commodore 
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Vice Commodore 

Tommy Wheeler 

Hello Shipmates, 

I’d like to start this year by thanking all those who supported me as Director and Bar Manager for the 

last couple of years.  It was a wonderful experience and allowed me the opportunity to meet most mem-

bers and find out a little about you.  I leave the bar responsibilities in the capable hands of Mr. Tom 

Baker.  I am told that he pours heavier than I do so I see no reason to be concerned with the results of 

your favorite concoctions.  I’ll still be behind the bar as time allows.  

Looking forward, I’d like to share my excitement for the steps we are taking to make our little club that 

much better. It is an all hands effort and we do a wonderful job.   As Vice Commodore, I (that is, Sylvia 

and I) have the specific duty of coordinating Club activities and planning the social events.  Following 

Pam and Victor will be a daunting task but they have offered to provide guidance and support.  What 

would we do without the support of those who have been through the tough times smoothing out the 

rough spots for us.  Pam, Victor thank you so much for all you have done in the past few years. 

A lot of effort is required to put on quality events and the more hands involved the easier the task.  I  

invite all to volunteer for an event and observe, first hand, the fun and spirit of camaraderie developed.   

On January 17th we will be having the Commodore’s Champagne Brunch.  Come on out and meet your 

new staff.  We will be serving up another spectacular meal and you can watch Gary, Bill and Roy do their 

best at flipping omelets without tossing egg everywhere.  To date I’ve only seen one omelet hit the deck.   

Thank you Gary!!!!!  Don’t forget that most Friday evenings we can be found sitting around the fire  

sharing our favorite dish at the pot lucks. Come on out and share the fresh clear air with us.  Can’t wait 

to see you there.   

I have some new ideas for socials and would love to hear what you, the membership, would like to do. 
You can find me most Friday evenings at the pot luck or send me an email at cwowheel@aol.com. 
Very Respectfully, 

Vice Commodore 

Tommy Wheeler   

mailto:cwowheel@aol.com
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Rear Commodore 

Dale West 

 
 

 

   I would like to wish everyone a Happy New Year and thank you all for the confidence you’ve shown in making me your 
Rear Commodore. I enjoyed my time serving the club as Fleet Captain in 2014 and after a break for multiple reasons I 
look forward to the next several years and to helping make this great little yacht club bigger and better than ever! As 
your Rear Commodore I’m generally in charge of the Scuttlebutt, the Website and Club Membership, so with that    
stated I’d like to welcome aboard the following new members:  
 
Michael Georgia                         Matthias Kloess & Lisa Starner 
USAF, Veteran                          USNA 
Boat name: Super Chicken, 21' Sail              Boat Name: Agitator, 31’ custom PWR 
 
Marie L. Waldon 
USA, Veteran 
 
Welcome, and I hope to see you at our clubhouse events! 
 
As your Rear Commodore I also want to emphasize member participation and support of events. We have a great club, 
a widely diverse group of members, and a great facility…the best way to enjoy it all is to participate at the pot lucks, 
help to maintain the facilities, host a monthly party or cruise, be a guest bar-tender, be part of an event teardown or 
set-up crew, or join a committee…just become involved and meet your fellow members! You will find your club     
membership experience enhanced beyond belief and you WILL make new and lifelong friends!  
 
 The 2016 Membership Renewal form is enclosed in this month’s Scuttlebutt so if you’ve not renewed, please do so 
soon and as always, if you have any comments or questions concerning any of my duties or if would like to contribute 
an article for Scuttlebutt publication please contact me at adwservicesco@yahoo.com or at 562-599-9163. 
 
Lastly I’d like to thank Grayce Hardy, Pam Padilla, Sylvia Wheeler, and Marge Howard for offering to continue to serve 
on the Scuttlebutt and Membership Committee!  
 
Rear Commodore’s Corner: 

When you're ready to quit, you're closer than you think. 
 

There's an old Chinese saying that I just love, and I believe it is so true.  It goes like this:                                                   
"The temptation to quit will be greatest just before you are about to succeed." Never quit, always move forward. 
 
DW 

mailto:adwservicesco@yahoo.com
tel:562-599-9163
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Jr. Staff Commodore 

Gary Halliburton 

 

The NYCLB officers and directors planned for 2016 at our December Board Meeting.   We put together a 

very balanced calendar of social, cruising, and racing events.  We have a new Fleet Captain, Rebecca  

Martinez, and new Vice Commodore, Tommy Wheeler, in charge of these activities.  This year we'll   

sponsor new socials, cruising and racing events during the week and on open weekends to utilize our 

wonderful clubhouse. Tommy will be planning and working our upcoming monthly socials, Rebecca on 

cruise ins and cruise outs, and Tony Rietdyk and Chris Mewes on racing events.  If you would like to      

volunteer to plan or assist with socials, cruising or racing events please contact one of them; their      

numbers and email addresses are published at the end of the Scuttlebutt.   

Here are the events for the next few months: Champagne Brunch and Omelet Bar, Sunday, January 17th.  

Our brunches attract up to 60 guests. Sign up to attend the brunch and volunteer to help.  Gary            

Halliburton and Bill Plumlee will flip the omelets. 

The Valentine's Day Dinner will be held at the clubhouse in February.  Check the upcoming flyer for      

details.  Opening Day is in April.  All hands are needed for this event so we're starting to plan now. Susan 

and Gary Halliburton will be in charge of Opening Day and will be checking renewal forms to see who is 

interested in helping.  

Join the social committee. Donate your talent in meal planning and preparation, cooking, purchasing 

good food, set up and table decoration, bartending, reception, officer of the day duties and, of course, 

clean up.  This is your Club and 2016 promises to be a busy year. Please think about doing what you can 

to move the Club forward to make the NYCLB the best ever! 

Gary 

 

 

 



 

The Scuttlebutt                                                                                                                               6 

Race Committee Chair 

Chris Mewes 

First, I would like to thank Camille D’Esopo for an outstanding job as the 2015 NYCLB Race Committee 
Chair. 

 

Congratulations to Paul Turang, and the crew of Dawn Patrol, for winning the 2015 Seal Beach Yacht 
Club Hi Point Series.   

 

Four of our members represented NYCLB in the Saturday Sailors Series: 

Chris Mewes,  Shadowfax, 3rd Place – PHRF B 

Heinz Butner,  Raptor, 4th Place – PHRF B 

Ben Smith, Renegade, 4th Place – PHRF C 

Paul Turang, Dawn Patrol, 4th Place – PHRF D 

 

Come join our Tuesday afternoon sailing group, the Senior Salty Sailors. We meet at NYCLB at noon to 
divide up crew between the participating boats for a pursuit regatta starting at 1:00 pm.   

 

The Tuesday afternoon pursuit regattas are a great opportunity to sail your boat or crew on another 
boat with congenial competition. If you would like to participate we meet at the club every Tuesday at 
noon. For more information email me at jezebelsailing@roadrunner.com or give me a call at                  
(562 522-9675).  

 

A recap of our first pursuit regatta on December 15th: five boats, 17 crew, including skippers, wind in 
the 6 to 8 knot range, course 10 – distance of 6.9 miles. First place Intense, followed by Shadowfax,    
Callisto II, Dos Amigos and Macs. A fun sail had by all. 

 

mailto:jezebelsailing@roadrunner.com
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Fleet Captain 

Becky Martinez 

   

Lydia House Children and Families 

Greetings Membership, 

Before we start this 2016 Cruise year, first I’d like to thank everyone that attended the December Land 

Cruise and graciously contributed to the Lydia House toy drive; it was a success!  

With that said, let’s begin a successful New Year. Below includes our Cruise schedule for 2016. 

2016 Cruise Schedule 

January   No Cruise 
February 6 or 13   Land-Cruise to Los Alamitos Race Track  (Date confirmation and details to follow) 
March 4, - 6     Shoreline Yacht Club or LA Yacht Club  (Date and location confirmation to follow) 
April, TBD   Volunteer Host Request 
May 27, - 31    RAFT-UP, Newport Beach, Joint with Marina Yacht Club 
June 10, 12    Catalina  
July,   TBD       Navy Yacht Club 
August, 26- 28    Catalina  
September, 29 - 31   American Legion 
October, 1, 2    American Legion 
November – 18- 20  Long Beach Yacht Club 
December 3- 4    Land Cruise / TBD 

 

Everyone, please feel free to contact me with your ideas, so we can make each cruise the best that they 

can be!  Looking forward to a successful year and participation! 

Becky Martinez  

Fleet Captain  
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Nifty Nautical Terms 

 
An Old Fogey ‑ "FOGY" is an old term for a longevity pay increase.  Believed derived from the paymaster's 

log entry: 'For On‑Going Years', or the initials: F.O.G.Y.  It has become an insulting term for anyone with 

old‑fashioned notions or beliefs. 

 

Between the Devil and The Deep Blue Sea - Falling Overboard, and in great danger.  The "Devil" is the 

longest strake, or seam of the ship's bottom. A luckless sailor who fell overboard and submerged in this 

fashion had little choice or chance, since he was at the very bottom of the ship. 

 

Turning the Screws on Him ‑ An ancient medieval form of torture was the thumbscrew.  A small, cylindri-

cal device made of iron and tightened with a hand‑turned screw.  When fitted over the victim's thumb, it 

could be easily tightened enough to break the bones, thus causing excruciating pain.  This term is now ap-

plied to any individual who is having pressure brought against him to coerce or punish him.  

 

Turning the Tables ‑ Colonial American in origin.  Family kitchen tables served dual purposes as both a 

working surface for kneading dough, stretching leather, cleaning game and fish, etc., as well as a formal 

place for dining.  Thus tables had two sides and were often constructed in such a way as to be easily turned 

over and laid upon its supports.  When a formal meal was finished, turning the smoothed surface of the 

dining table over to expose its rougher 'working' surface provided guests with the hint that the host family 

was about to return to work, and that the visit was over.  It also provided a not‑so‑subtle hint that a visitor 

was unwelcome if the rough surface was turned up and his meal was served upon it. 

 

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY ! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 Potluck 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 Potluck 9 

10 Private Party 

12:00  -  16:00 

11 12 13  Board Mtg 14 15  Potluck 16 

17 Commodore’s 

Champagne Brunch 

18 19 20 21 22  Potluck 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 Birthday Pot-

luck 

30 

31       

January 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5  Potluck 6 Land Cruise to Los 

Alamitos Race Track  

7 8 9 10  Board Mtg 11 12  New Mem-

bers Potluck 

13 Sweetheart’s 

Social 

14 15 16 17 18 19  Potluck 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26  Birthday Pot-

luck 

27 

28 29      

February 2016 
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2016 Flag Officers & Directors 
 

Commodore: Roy Queen 
(562) 925-8595 

roycqueen@gmail.com 
 

Vice Commodore: Tommy Wheeler 
(562) 481-6355 

cwowheel@aol.com 
 

Rear Commodore: Dale West 
(562) 599-9163 

adwservicesco@yahoo.com 
 

Jr. Staff Commodore: Gary Halliburton 
(562) 425-6925 

garyhalliburton21@gmail.com 
 

Fleet Captain: Becky Martinez 
(951) 236-8198 

rebeccam@cvsgov.com 
 

Directors: 
Phil Collins 

Frank Farmer 
Grayce Hardy 

Lorne O’Sullivan 
 

 

Staff 

 
Secretary                Sylvia Wheeler 
Treasurer               Pam Padilla 
By Laws                Bill Plumlee, S/C 
Opening Day             Gary Halliburton, S/C 
Chaplain                Norie Martin 
Publicity                Tamara Carbone, S/C 
Fleet Surgeon             Nick Zekos  
Judge Advocate            Kate Rinaldi 
Historian                Millie Warren, S/C / Dee Bastin 
Social Chair              Tommy Wheeler 
Bar Manager             Tom Baker 
Galley Manager            Becky Rietdyk 
Ship’s Store              Becky Rietdyk 
Membership              Dale West 
Scuttlebutt               Grayce Hardy 
Yearbook/Directory          Roy Queen 
Webmaster               
Charity Regatta            Jeanne Stafford, S/C 
Port Captain              Tony Rietdyk, S/C 
Race Committee Chair       Chris Mewes 
Fleet Captain             Becky Martinez 
Grounds/Facility           Roy Queen 
Quartermaster             Tony Rietdyk,S/C, Chris Mewes 
SCYA Delegates/Alternate     Victor Padilla, S/C, Roy Queen 
ASPBYC Delegates/Alternate   Tony Rietdyk S/C, Chris Mewes 

Dates to Remember 

Scuttlebutt 

 

Dates to Remember 

 January 17  -  Commodore’s Champagne Brunch 

 February 06  -  Land Cruise to Los Alamitos Race Track 

 February 13  -  Sweetheart Social 


