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NYCLB Scuttlebutt
Gary Halliburton, Commodore

Hello All,
Many of you have been concerned about our Opening Day ceremonies on April 11th
being curtailed by the construction happening in our parking lot. We have good newswe have been talking to Public Works via the Marine Bureau and it looks like they will
clear the area in front of the clubhouse so we can have our ceremonies. Please put
Spring Cleaning day on your calendar, March 28, so we can shine on Opening Day.
On another note we still have some stragglers in paying their dues which were due on
January 1. We count on that money to get us through the year to pay our bills and
fund some of our events. If you have not yet paid your dues, please do. You can find
a current renewal for at our website: http://nyclb.com/membership
The Valentine’s Day barbecue and the Shoreline Yacht Club cruise out last month
were a real hit. Victor brought his smoker to the barbecue to make the most delicious
chicken. He also barbecued tri-tip. After lunch many danced the day away in time to
the music played by our disc jockey. Also a hit was the cruise out to Shoreline Yacht
Club, all coordinated by our Fleet Captain Grayce Hardy. A well done to both of you
for your efforts in planning the days’ events.
Next on the agenda is our St. Patrick’s Day celebration on Sunday, March 15th and
then the White Island cruise out on the 20th through the 22nd. Join the fun.
Gary Halliburton,
Commodore
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NYCLB Scuttlebutt
Roy Queen, Vice Commodore

Greetings, Friends!
As I sit to write this article, I’m thinking about the wonderful time I had at the Sweetheart
Valentines BBQ with my wife. It was a glorious day outside! The weather was more
than perfect. I felt a little guilty enjoying our warm Southern California winter, while my
relatives on the East Coast were suffering through more snow than they can ever
remember. My heart goes out to them, but I don’t plan on moving back there any time
soon. Our day was made perfect by the talents of Victor and Pam, who served chicken
they had slow cooked on their smoker. It was delicious! They also barbequed tri-tip,
one of my favorites. There was no lack of delicious and sweet foods to share and
savor. It always amazes me what a warm and welcoming group we are. Families and
friends doing life together, sharing a common love for our country, the sea, and sailing.
The month of March holds one of my all-time favorite days, Saint Patrick’s Day! Both
my wife and I can trace our family ancestry back to the Emerald Island. This year,
NYCLB will be celebrating Saint Patrick’s Day on Sunday, March 15. Se the flyer with
the details on page 1. Don’t forget to RSVP so we can plan accordingly.
Spring is the time of year when most boaters are getting their boats ready for the
coming sailing and racing season. One of my personal concerns is that many boaters
overlook their on-board first-aid kit. As a former army medic, I feel this is a very
important, though small, piece of equipment needed on every boat. I have sailed and
cruised on many boats and when I would check out the first-aid kit, if I could find one, it
would often be old and missing the basic needs. Sailboats are the worst for hand
accidents. It might be time to review your kit and upgrade it with a finger splint—or
perhaps a new first-aid kit is needed. Being prepared for anything is always best.
Roy C. Queen
Vice Commodore
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NYCLB Scuttlebutt
Victor Padilla, Jr. Staff Commodore

Hello from your Jr. Staff Commodore,
Help, Help, Help.
Opening Day is just days away. April 11th is the big day for NYCLB. I would like to
have some help setting up the food table and serving. These are just a few items that
I can think of at this moment. Last month I posted what I thought our members could
bring to help out with the food items.

Note that the items have changed from last month!
Last names that are between
A to J would bring Hors D'Oeuvres
K to R would bring Fruits/Salads
S to Z would bring Desserts
Also I’m looking for members to help out with serving champagne, and there are many
more areas to help.
If you have any ideas that would make our Opening Day a great success please email
me at tangentvp@gmail.com, or call me at 714-842-1381.

Thank you,
Victor Padilla
Jr. Staff Commodore
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NYCLB Scuttlebutt
Becky Martinez, Rear Commodore

Hello to All!

I am pleased to announce that NYC now has a dedicated SUNSHINE LADY, Rowanda
Tucker. She will be sending get-well cards and other messages to members who are in need of
a little sunshine in their lives. Rowanda is a retired nurse and long-time volunteer at the VA
Long Beach hospital. Included in this newsletter is a copy of the flyer announcing Rowanda’s
debut as our Sunshine Lady. (And thank you, Camille, for developing the SUNSHINE LADY
flyer!)
Another new and exciting change is that starting April 3, the first Friday of every month at our
weekly potluck will be a Grill Your Own. . . . More information coming soon.
Our membership committee is doing a great job. Here’s a list of our new members for
February.

Welcome our new members!
John Curtis and Tamara Stolpp
Jonathan and Anna Maria White
Tom Smith
Samuel and Carrie Abernathy
Have a great March!
Becky Martinez
Rear Commodore
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Racing and
Fleet
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Race Committee Chair

Hello Membership,
Now that Mid-Winters are over, we can say that the racing season is in full swing!
Congratulations to Ben Smith (Renegade), fifth place overall winner in PHRF C class!
By now you’ve checked all your fittings, repaired all the leaks, re-bedded those
stanchions, rebuilt your winches…or not! But one thing’s for sure: you’re ready to race.
Be sure to check out the racing section of our web page where you will find the racing
schedule, the NOR as well as the Race Instructions. The Marks Report is there as well,
with information about missing and damaged marks. Go to
www.nyclb.com/racing/racing.htm.
We again want to encourage everyone interested in racing to come out for our Armed
Forces Day race on May 9.

Camille D’Esopo

“The cure for anything is salt water, sweat, tears or the sea.”
Isak Dinesen
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Fleet Captain

Grayce Hardy
Another
month has flown by and we are ready to say hello to March and HELLO
.
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS! I love it when our days are longer, don’t you?
This month’s cruise-out took us to Shoreline Yacht Club. We met in the bar on Friday
night for happy hour and had dinner in the dining room. On Saturday a group of us had
breakfast at Shenanigan’s in Shoreline Village and then went off to The Aquarium or hat
shopping, yes, hat shopping. A few laughs were had in that shop! The afternoon found
several members participating in my trivia contest starting at the beach and walking along
the path back past the club. It was fun watching them figuring out the clues. I want to send
a big shout out of thanks to the Greens for being our host boat for the weekend as they
generously hosted 16 of us in the afternoon aboard the aptly named ‘Cheers.’ Dinner at
the yacht club was excellent and their members welcomed us quite readily. We dined on
salmon & tri-tip and everyone was impressed with the quality of the meal. Thank you SYC
and thank you to the 19 NYCLB members who participated.
March will find us anchoring or mooring to a buoy at White Island. We hope to have
several dinghies along so that we can go back and forth to Belmont pier. I have some fun
events planned. Details to follow.
Your Fleet Captain,
Grayce Hardy

“In Life It’s Not Where You Go. It’s Who You Travel With”
Charles Schultz
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Member
Corner…
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Adventure in Mexico

George and Jackie Krakie
Hello to all you members of the Navy Yacht Club of Long Beach. I know many of you don’t
remember me or know me, so I’d like to take this opportunity to share a little about myself, my
wife, and our two pups living aboard the M/Y Shamrock, currently moored in Mazatlán,
Sinaloa, Mexico.
I have been a member of the NYCLB since 1987, when I bought my first sailboat, a 37-foot
Tayana, the S/V Aimee Sean. I lived aboard the Aimee Sean from 1987 to 2007 and sailed
her up to Poulsbo, Washington, from Long Beach. When I retired in 2005, I had decided to sail
her around the globe and I got as far south as Panama, single-handling the entire way. Then I
made an attempt to do the Puddle Jump, again single-handed, and discovered after about four
days at sea that I was just not up to the challenge and headed back to Panama. Since my big
plans had changed, I decided to head back up the Pacific coast. Having visited all of the ports
on the way down, I knew which places I would find most enjoyable. I decided Mazatlán had
the friendliest folks, and the climate was just about as perfect as I had found. Mazatlán is
considered a desert climate, but is on the coast and therefore enjoys the soft ocean breezes
all year round. And hurricanes, although there have been a few direct hits, seldom cause
much damage in Mazatlán.
THE

SCUTTLEBUTT

PAGE

1 1

In 2006, I was a single guy anxious to forge new friendships and get to know the town. I
checked out all the local hangouts that the cruising community recommended and made several
good friends. I was out with these friends when I was introduced to Jackie, who lived in an
apartment on the beach. Well, I must admit, I was very much attracted to this lovely redhead
from Salt Lake City who had moved to Mazatlán about five months previously. She had retired
early, sold her house, and packed up her VW Beetle, and she and her dog Betty had driven to
Mazatlán to start a new life. A few days after we met, I sent her an email inviting her to dinner,
and she accepted. During dinner she asked me what my last name was, and I replied, “Krakie .
. . Captain George Krakie.”
“Oh, no!” she said. “I could never marry you. . . . I’d be Jackie Krakie!” (Krakie rhymes with
Jackie.) So I’m thinking, “Whew! This is great! A woman who doesn’t want to get married.”
Weekly dates became more frequent, and by the end of five months we were pretty much
seeing each other daily and I’d fallen for this gal. Long story short—I married her two years
later. And yes, she’s Jackie Krakie.
I’d been thinking about “going to the dark side.” Yes, sailing is my first love, but I’m getting older
and we wanted a little more room because now it’s not just me living aboard, it’s me and Jackie
and Betty, and we got Betty a companion, Bessie May (in Spanish, besame means “kiss me”).
So I bought a 47-foot Lien Hwa in 2009, and we christened her M/Y Shamrock.
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Since we noticed that the Mazatlán cruiser’s guide consisted of three typewritten pages, copied
and stapled together, Jackie suggested that we take on the guide and make it into a legitimate
publication to raise money for the local orphanage as well as create a valuable resource for
cruisers visiting Mazatlán, including a directory of trustworthy services, things to see and do,
maps, and easy language translations for boating needs and groceries, among other things. We
obtained approval from Mike Latta (the original author) and began working on the guide. We
solicited advertising from the businesses we respected, and the funding was raised to have the
printing done. Captain George’s Mazatlan Cruising Guide was published in 2009 and over the
next six years and twelve editions, we raised over 200,000 pesos for the Orfanatorio de Mazatlán
and the Rancho de Los Niños Orfanatorio for handicapped kids. The full-color guide now
comprises forty-six pages of helpful information for not only the cruising community, but also the
locals and tourists who support the endeavor. We do not sell the guide, but we do ask for a
donation of 30 pesos for the orphanage. This year, we transferred the production of the guide to
Melissa Burridge, Jackie’s lifelong friend who moved here in 2009. We are just about ready to
release the 2015 guide. It’s a little late this year, but the guide will be available in about two
weeks.
Well, folks . . . that’s all for now. Please let Becky know if you enjoyed this story. We have lots of
stories to tell and would be happy to share them with you.

Captain George and Jackie Krakie GKrakie@ymail.com
THE

SCUTTLEBUTT

PAGE

1 3

Upcoming
Events
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Navy Yacht Club Long Beach
Invites members & guests to our

48th Opening Day at the Clubhouse
Saturday, April 11, 2015
Registration 1100 Ceremony begins 1200
Lunch following the Ceremony
Dress: Blue Blazers & White Slacks or Yachting Attire Long
Please Sign Up* to Help Before, During & After Event
Set-up Facility, Tables & Chairs
Set-up Food Before & After Ceremony
Serve Champagne at the end of Ceremony
Officers of the Day
Invitations & Publicity

Decorate Facility & Tables
Bar Set-up & Bar Tenders
Parking Assistance
Guest Registration
Cleanup During & After Event BBQ

Please Sign Up* to Prepare Dishes for the Event
Deviled Eggs
Salads – Potato, Pasta, Coleslaw, Green, Fruit
Meat Platters --Beef, Turkey, Chicken, Ham
Sliced Tomatoes, Onions & Lettuce Platter
Dessert s- Brownies, Cookies, Cupcakes

Sweet Rolls
Appetizers-Veggies, Dips, Varied
Sliced Croissants for Sandwiches
Cheese Platter for Sandwiches
Coffee & Accessories

*RSVP by April 3rd to Attend
Victor Padilla tangentvp@gmail.com (714) 842-1381
*RSVP to Victor ASAP to sign up to help and bring dishes.
*A sign-up sheet will also be at the Clubhouse
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SPECIAL
ANNOUNCEMENTS
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Rowanda Tucker
is our new

SUNSHINE LADY!!

If you know of a member of NYCLB who is in the hospital, home-bound
or otherwise very ill, please let our SUNSHINE LADY know. She will
send a card and cheery note to our member who is ill.
Likewise, if you hear of the death of a member, or someone in a member’s family, let her know, so she can send a condolence card from the
club.

Please send an email with the information to:
Rowanda Tucker
rowtucker@aol.com
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Scuttlebutt
MARCH 15th - St. Patrick’s Day Lunch
MARCH 20th - 22nd - White Island Raft-Up
MARCH 28th - Spring Cleaning

Staff
Commodore: Gary Halliburton
(562)425-6925
ghalliburton21@gmail.com

Vice Commodore: Roy Queen
(562) 925-8595
roycqueen@gmail.com

Rear Commodore: Becky Martinez
(951) 236-8198
rebeccam@cvsgov.com

Jr. Staff Commodore: Victor Padilla
(714) 842-1381
tangentvp@gmail.com

Fleet Captain: Grayce Hardy
(619 808-8112
graycehardy@gmail.com

Directors:
Victor Padilla, Jr S/C
Bill Plumlee, S/C
Frank Farmer
Theresa Marino
Tommy Wheeler

Secretary
Treasurer
By Laws
Opening Day
Chaplain
Publicity
Fleet Surgeon
Advocate
Historian
Social Chair
Bar Manager
Galley Manager
Ship’s Store
Membership
Scuttlebutt
Yearbook/Directory
Webmaster
Charity Regatta
Social Chair
Port Captain
Race Committee Chair
Fleet Captain
Grounds/Facility
Quartermaster
SCYA Delegates/Alternate
ASPBYC Delegates/Alternate

Sylvia Wheeler
Theresa Marino
Bill Plumlee, S/C
Victor Padilla S/C
Norie Martin
Tamara Carbone
Nick Zekos Judge
Kate Rinaldi
Milllie Warren /
Steve Bastion
Pam Padilla
Tommy Wheeler
Becky Rietdyk
Becky Rietdyk
Gary Halliburton
Becky Martinez
Gary Halliburton
Gary Halliburton
Jeanne Stafford
Pam Padilla
Tony Rietdyk, S/C
Camille D’Esopo
Grayce Hardy
Roy Queen
Tommy Wheeler /
Tony Rietdyk, S/C
Jerry Martin
Victor Padilla
Gary Halliburton
Tony Rietdyk, S/C,
Frank Farmer,
Victor Padilla
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